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EDITORIAL 

 
Constantin Munteanu 

 
In this editorial I will try an transparent 

exercise by answering of some questions like: 
„What is missing of Romanian balneology to 
take their deserved place on the European and 
global health tourism map? Where are we in 
this regard, what we have to do, how we praise 
and especially what obstacles prevent us to find 
the way to the light of local spa's success 
tourist destinations?” 

I experienced a few times, on different 
occasions with such questions throughout the 
year that just ending, and provide some 
examples:  

 
Romania Actualitati Radio Interview 
In the last years, many people began to 

travel to other countries to treat various 
medical problems and which, in their country 
would imply very high costs. 

Thus, these people manage to do treatments 
at least as good, but much cheaper and visit a 
foreign country simultaneously. 

As regards Romania, the emphasis will be 
placed on spas, according to Director General 
Ministry of Tourism, Carmen Moraru 

"We intend to take advantage of tourism 
potential that Romania has in this field and to 
promote medical tourism packages. When it 
comes to therapeutic factors, Romania is the 
best in this field. We have mineral water, 
sapropelic mud and all sorts of such curative 
and therapeutical factors". 

"We are also concerned with improving the 
tourism and general infrastructure in 
balneoclimateric resorts that we have. Only this 
year are financed infrastructure projects in 
public-public partnership of about 60 million 
from the state budget, "said Carmen Moraru. 

About how prepared are balneoclimateric 
resorts in Romania to receive foreign tourists, 
Dr. Constantin Munteanu from the National 
Institute of Rehabilitation, Physical Medicine 
and Balneoclimatology says that at present they 
have potential. 

"There have natural therapeutic factors, 
have the baseline, we have resort for a long 

time tradition, we have distinguished 
specialists, we say so many arguments to say 
that we can base our future on a quality 
balneary tourism" said Constantin Munteanu. 

If in the natural resources there is no doubt 
that they are sufficient to support this type of 
tourism, there remains the problem of human 
resources because more and more Romanian 
doctors, going abroad. 

 
In an interview for Day Event I answered 

to a similar question: "We have all". According 
to Constantin Munteanu, a researcher at the 
National Institute of Rehabilitation, Physical 
Medicine and Balneoclimatology, Romania has 
a great potential, and if interested investors will 
invest more, we could compete even Poland, 
the number one in terms of services offered by 
saline. 

"We have a huge potential. If we arrange 
salt mines, a process that has already begun, we 
could surpass Poland in Turda salt mine, which 
was modernized with EU funds ". According to 
Munteanu, most investments are subject to the 
decisions taken at local level, but also by 
private investors, because most treatment 
facilities have been privatized. 

Analyzing retrospectively, I would start 
with the following thought: "Am I able to 
answer such questions? Researcher in cell 
biology of natural therapeutic factors; would 
say yes, in the extent that I can look the 
balneary phenomenon from the "objective 
researcher balcony." 

On the other hand, maybe not, because I do 
not are belong nor from the structures of the 
Ministry of Tourism, nor of tourism investors 
nor connection other than being a tourist 
sometimes and I have not, and still ..... 

My answer short: Romania needs a chance 
to show that deserves attention, needs the 
infrastructure, an effective promotion of 
scientific arguments favorable external image 
in magazines, the strength of conviction of 
those who represent the interests of this area 
and especially the "Ambassadors like Prince 
Charles" a lover of lands mioritical. 
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